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Ministerial Legal and Mandated Reporting Basics  
 

Business Basics for Ministers  
If you are a minister accepting payment for any service you provide you must treat your ministry as a 

business.   

 

What you need to know:  

1. Business License in the city you work in. (Even if you work from home) 

2. Re-sale license if you intend to sell a product (State Board of Equalization).  Products sold may 

require sales tax. 

3. Keep a separate set of accounting records for what you do as a Minister, even when filed with your 

personal income tax. 

4. Check with your local city, county, state and federal governments for information on laws for clergy.  

5. It is recommended that you contact a tax person familiar with clergy filings as the laws change each 

year.  

6. As an Ordained Minister with Sacred Foundations you are licensed to do spiritual counseling, laying on of 

hands healing, give spiritual messages, teach, and hold meetings.  You are also licensed to solemnize 

marriages, officiate funerals, perform baptisms, and other forms of ceremony and ritual.   

a. Laying on of Hands means you may touch the individual but not move your hands on the individual.  

In the State of California, you must pick up your hands and place them on another spot on the 

individual only. To move or kneed your hands on the body you must be a licensed massage therapist, 

physical therapist or medical professional.   

b. You may counsel spiritually, not medically.  Diagnosing or prescribing in the State of California and 

most U.S. states is illegal and considered practicing medicine without a medical license. 

c. You must always honor client confidentiality.  However, if you are a mandated reporter, depending on 

your states laws, you must report abuse or suspected abuse of a child, spouse or elder to the local 

authorities.   

d. Wedding ceremonies must have the following statement “By the power vested in me, by Sacred 

Foundations and the state of (your state), I now pronounce you (husband and wife/partners for life, 

etc.)”.  

e. Wedding certificate instructions must be followed carefully to ensure legality.    

7. All money received by you is considered income and is never tax deductible for your client.  

8. Ministerial credentials must be renewed annually through Sacred Foundations to remain legal.  

9. Sacred Foundations requires a background check every five (5) years to remain legal.    

Same Gender Marriage  

Following the June 26, 2015, United States Supreme Court issued ruling in the case of Obergefell v. Hodges 

1. The Constitution now requires a state to license a marriage between two people of the same sex; 

2. Also states must recognize a marriage between two people of the same sex when their marriage was 

lawfully licensed and performed out of state. 

http://www.sacredfoundations.net/
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Confidentiality and Mandated Reporting “clergy-penitent privilege” 
Depending on the state you work in, clergy may be considered mandated reporters.  

Clergy in the state of California are considered mandated reporters and although they are required to 

maintain confidentiality of pastoral communications, they must report the following:   

 The client is in danger of either killing or seriously harming themselves 

 The client is in danger of hurting another person  

 If child, dependent adult, or elder abuse is suspected 

 If client is over the age of 18 and engaging in sexual activity with a minor  

 In certain legal actions the clients records may be subpoenaed by their opposing party 

 

The following chart summarizes how States have or have not addressed the issue of clergy as mandated 

reporters (either specifically or as part of a broad category) and/or clergy penitent privilege (either limiting or 

denying the privilege) within their reporting laws.  This information is current as of August 2015. It is 

important that you know and understand the laws in the city and state you work as a minister.   

 
 

Please see the Child Welfare website https://www.childwelfare.gov for more information.  

 

 

http://www.sacredfoundations.net/
https://www.childwelfare.gov/


                        Sacred Foundations, Inc. 
       Spiritual Center and School of Divinity  

 

PO Box 8417 San Jose CA 95155 Phone/Fax 877-877-4275 staff@sacredfoundations.net www.sacredfoundations.net 

 

 

As a minister who offers spiritual counseling and healing, we work with people who are vulnerable and who 

trust that we have their best interest at heart.  It is important to inform your client how confidentiality works 

and that you are a mandated reporter and explain what that means. Sacred Foundations has created a general 

Informed Consent and Agreement form for our minister’s use. Feel free to contact our office if you would 

like a copy.     

 

It is important to remember that cultures vary in many ways, and no one culture is more normal or correct 

than another. We must be aware of our own values, beliefs and biases, and how those influence our 

expectations of others. 

 

What is Child Sexual Abuse? 

According to Stop it Now, “All sexual activity between an adult and a child is sexual abuse”.   

Non-contact sexual abuse includes: 

 Photographing or videotaping a child in sexual poses 

 Encouraging a child to watch or hear sexual acts 

 Inappropriately watching a child undress or use the bathroom 

 Texting, instant messaging (IM’ing) or emailing sexually explicit messages to a child  

Sexually abusive physical contact or touching includes: 

o Touching a child's private parts for sexual purposes 

o Making a child touch someone else's genitals or play sexual games 

o Contact of objects or body parts with a child in a sexual manner for sexual gratification  

 

What is Non-Sexual Abuse of Neglect? 

 Any intentional act by an adult or by another child that harms or threatens to harm a child’s physical, 

mental, or emotional health 

 Abuse by another child can be an older or stronger individual who exerts his or her position of power  

 Neglect is another form of abuse that occurs when a caregiver fails to provide basic needs 

 Emotional abuse can occur when words or actions are used that cause extreme emotional pain 

Please see the Stop it Now website http://www.stopitnow.org for more information  

 

Child Sexual Abuse Statistics can be found at the following website:  
https://victimsofcrime.org/media/reporting-on-child-sexual-abuse/child-sexual-abuse-statistics  

 

California Mandated Reporter Training Course – Free online course  
http://mandatedreporterca.com/training/generaltraining.htm  

California Mandated Reporter for Clergy Training – Free online course  
http://mandatedreporterca.com/training/clergy.htm  

Oregon Mandated Reporter Child Sexual Abuse Prevention Training - $10 online course 
http://www.d2l.org/site/c.4dICIJOkGcISE/b.6143709/k.3D5F/Child_Sexual_Abuse_Prevention_Training_ONLINE.htm?gclid=CJ

67-u6RsdECFYKHfgodArcAgQ  

http://www.sacredfoundations.net/
http://www.stopitnow.org/
https://victimsofcrime.org/media/reporting-on-child-sexual-abuse/child-sexual-abuse-statistics
http://mandatedreporterca.com/training/generaltraining.htm
http://mandatedreporterca.com/training/clergy.htm
http://www.d2l.org/site/c.4dICIJOkGcISE/b.6143709/k.3D5F/Child_Sexual_Abuse_Prevention_Training_ONLINE.htm?gclid=CJ67-u6RsdECFYKHfgodArcAgQ
http://www.d2l.org/site/c.4dICIJOkGcISE/b.6143709/k.3D5F/Child_Sexual_Abuse_Prevention_Training_ONLINE.htm?gclid=CJ67-u6RsdECFYKHfgodArcAgQ
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Resource Listing 
 

Child Welfare - https://www.childwelfare.gov  
 
National Center for Victims of Crime - https://victimsofcrime.org 

 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention - Child Abuse and Neglect Prevention -  
http://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/pub/PreventingChildAbuse.html 
 
National Child Advocacy Center - http://www.nca-online.org 
 
National Child Abuse Hotline - 1-800-422-4453 
 

National Hotlines and Helpful Links - 
https://victimsofcrime.org/help-for-crime-victims/national-hotlines-and-helpful-links 
 
National Center on Elder Abuse - https://ncea.acl.gov   1-800-677-1116 
 
National Child Abuse Hotline - https://www.childhelp.org/hotline, 1-800-422-4453 
 

National Hotline for Crime Victims - 1-855-4-VICTIM (1-855-484-2846)  
 
Online Directory of Crime Victim Services - http://ovc.ncjrs.gov/findvictimservices   
 
National Suicide Prevention Lifeline - http://www.suicidepreventionlifeline.org  
1-800-273-TALK (8255)  [24/7 hotline] 1-888-628-9454 (Spanish) 1-800-799-4889 (TTY) 
 

National Advocacy for Local LGBT Communities - http://www.avp.org, 1-212-714-1141 
 
National Domestic Violence Hotline - http://www.thehotline.org 1-800-799-7233 or 1-800-787-3224 (TTY) 
 
National Indigenous Women's Resource Center - http://www.niwrc.org, 406-477-3896 
 
National Runaway Switchboard - http://www.1800runaway.org, 1-800-786-2929 
 

National Sexual Assault Hotline - https://www.rainn.org  
1-800-656-4673 [24/7 hotline]  [hosts an online hotline] 
 
National Teen Dating Abuse Helpline - http://www.loveisrespect.org  
1-866-331-9474 or 1-866-331-8453 (TTY) 
 
Parents of Murdered Children - http://www.pomc.org, 1-888-818-7662 

 
Stalking Resource Center - http://victimsofcrime.org 
 
The Trevor Project – Crisis & Suicide Prevention Lifeline for LGBTQ Youth 
http://www.thetrevorproject.org, 1-866-488-7386 
 
Women's Law (information on orders of protection) - http://www.womenslaw.org  
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